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About the Conference

In today's rapidly evolving global landscape,
organisations and governments alike are grappling with
unprecedented challenges brought about by
technological disruptions, geopolitical shifts, and
changing socio-economic dynamics. These
transformations are compelling both policymakers and
businesses to rethink traditional approaches to strategic
management and governance. In this context, the
Conference on Policy Making and Strategic Planning for
achieving Viksit Bharat by 2047 emerges as a timely and
significant initiative. Organised by the Indian Institute of
Management (IIM), Jammu, in collaboration with
Strategic Management Forum (SMF), and the NITI
Aayog, the conference will be held on December 17-19,
2025, at IIM Jammu’s Jagti Campus. This three-day
event aims to provide a vibrant platform for
academicians, policymakers, researchers, industry
leaders, and practitioners to engage in meaningful
dialogue on how strategic management, decentralised
governance, and participatory policymaking can
collectively contribute to India’s Vision@2047. The
overarching theme, “Dynamic Navigation: Unlocking
Strategy and Entrepreneurship in the Changing Global
Scenario,” reflects the need for innovative, adaptive, and
entrepreneurial approaches to thrive in an era defined by
volatility and complexity.

Discussions will span across critical areas such as
competitive strategies that balance economic growth
with social value creation, corporate and global
strategies for multi-business and multinational
enterprises, public-private partnerships, and governance
frameworks that address sustainability, human capital
development, livelihood resilience, and ESG imperatives.
The program will feature research presentations, expert
panels, and collaborative discussions, alongside a Pre-
Conference Workshop designed to train young scholars,
policymakers, build capacity and provide hands-on
exposure to advanced tools, techniques, and frameworks
in strategic decision-making, decentralised planning, and
policy innovation. With its unique blend of academic
rigour, policy relevance, and practical insights, the
conference  promises to generate  actionable
recommendations for both regional and national
stakeholders. By fostering interdisciplinary exchange, it
will not only contribute to shaping the future of Jammu &
Kashmir but also advance the global discourse on
strategy, entrepreneurship, and governance in uncertain
times. Ultimately, the deliberations will strengthen India’s
journey towards Vision@2047, ensuring a future where
strategic foresight, innovation, and inclusivity drive
sustainable development.

Objectives
The Conference aims to:
e Shape Vision@2047 — Explore strategic and policy
pathways to achieve India’s developmental
aspirations.

e Reimagine Governance & Strategy — Integrate
innovative management and participatory policy
frameworks for resilience and growth.

e Foster Inclusive & Sustainable Development -
Balance competitiveness with social value creation,
livelihood resilience, and ESG goals.

e Promote Innovation & Collaboration — Strengthen
entrepreneurial  thinking and  public—private
partnerships to drive transformation.

e Build Future-Ready Leadership -  Equip
policymakers, businesses, and institutions with
tools to navigate global disruptions and national
priorities.

Plenary & Technical Session

Day 1: December 17, 2025

¢ Dynamic Business Ecosystems

¢ Innovating with Purpose

e Entrepreneurship in a Changing World

e Decentralized Governance

e Impact Investing and Conscious Capitalism
e Sustainable Business Models

Day 2: December 18, 2025

e Ethical Al and Digital Transformation

e Stakeholder Engagement and Shared Value
Creation

e Cultural and Indigenous Wisdom in Business
Strategy

e Holistic Strategic Decision-Making

e Responsible Corporate Governance: Balancing
Accountability, Ethics, and Long-Term Value

Day 3: December 19, 2025

e Human Capital, Skilling, and Livelihood Resilience

e Sustainability, Environment, and Social Impact

e Participatory Policymaking

e Technology, Data, and Smart Governance

e Public Policy Partnership, Infrastructure, and
Tourism

The above-mentioned topics will be covered by the
academia (IIMs, IITs, and leading business schools),
Government Officials, Ambassadors of developed,
developing and underdeveloped countries, NGOs, and
top executives from industry.

Special Features of SMF2025

Technical Tracks (TT)

TTO01: Dynamic Business Ecosystems

TT02: Innovating with Purpose

TTO3: Entrepreneurship in a Changing World

TT04: Ethical Al and Digital Transformation

TTO05: Stakeholder Engagement and Shared Value
Creation

TT06: Impact Investing and Conscious Capitalism

TTO07: Sustainable Business Models



TTO08: Cultural and Indigenous Wisdom in Business
Strategy

TT09: Holistic Strategic Decision-Making

TT10: Responsible Corporate Governance: Balancing
Accountability, Ethics, and Long-Term Value

TT11: Decentralized Governance

TT12: Human Capital, Skilling, and Livelihood
Resilience

TT13: Sustainability, Environment, and Social Impact

TT14: Participatory Policymaking

TT15: Technology, Data, and Smart Governance

TT16: Public policy partnership and infrastructure and
tourism

Panel Discussions (PD)

The special features of this conference include panel

discussions by the ambassadors, policy makers, top

executives, practitioners, leading thinkers and eminent

professors from India and abroad, including a panel

discussion of IIM directors and Vice-Chancellors, on the

following topics:

PD 1: Strategic Pathways to Viksit Bharat@2047—-
Growth, Inclusion & Sustainability

PD 2: Digital Transformation & Emerging Tech —
Future of Governance & Strategy

PD 3: Decentralized Governance — Participatory
Models for Inclusive Growth

PD 4: Indian Multinationals — Competing in a
Disrupted World

PD 5: Crisis Navigation & Resilience — Strategic
Lessons from Global Shocks

PD 6: Strategy & Governance for SDGs — Innovation,
Inclusion & Impact

Submission Guidelines

The Conference welcomes submissions that reflect
originality, quality, and scholarly rigour. We invite
contributions  from academicians, policymakers,
practitioners, and researchers who are engaged in
exploring the intersections of strategy, governance, and
public policy. Submissions should resonate with the
conference tracks and be grounded in robust
theoretical, empirical, or practice-based insights that
add value to both scholarship and practice. In keeping
with the objectives of the conference, authors are
encouraged to craft their work in clear and concise
English, ensuring accessibility to a diverse audience of
scholars and practitioners. All contributions must uphold
the highest standards of academic integrity and should

represent unpublished work that has not been
submitted elsewhere. By doing so, we aim to foster a
rich exchange of ideas that not only advances academic
inquiry but also contributes meaningfully to strategy,
evidence-based policymaking, and governance for Viksit
Bharat by 2047.

Type of Submissions

The conference invites high-quality contributions in the

following categories:

e Extended Abstracts — Extended abstracts outlining
research ideas, policy interventions, or case-based
insights (up to 3,000 words).

e Empirical (full) Research Papers — Based on
quantitative, qualitative, or mixed-methods
approaches with data-driven findings.

e Conceptual / Theoretical (full) Research Papers—
Focused on advancing frameworks, theories, or
conceptual models related to governance and
policy.

e Methodological Research (full) Papers— Highlighting
innovative methodologies, research designs, or
analytical techniques applicable to decentralized
planning and policymaking.

e (Case Studies — Real-world cases from government,
industry, civil society, or regional development
contexts with strong policy implications.

e Working Papers (Research-in-Progress) —
Preliminary findings from ongoing research projects
offering scope for discussion and feedback.

General Guidelines

e Submissions must be original and should not have
been published elsewhere.

e Submissions should be made in PDF format only.

e All manuscripts should be typed in Times New
Roman, 12-point font, 1.5 line spacing, and follow
APA (7th edition) referencing style.

e Authors must NOT mention their names in the
document they submit.

e Each submission will undergo a double-blind peer-
review process. Authors must therefore ensure that
the main manuscript does not contain any
identifying information.

e Abstracts of the accepted papers will be included in
the Conference proceedings. Selected high-quality
papers may be considered for publication in
associated journals, subject to peer review and
editorial decisions.

e At least one author must register for the
conference for the paper to be included in the final
program.

Abstract Submission Link
https://openreview.net/group?id=smfi.in/SMF/2025

Registration and Fee Details

The registration fee covers access to all tracks,
workshops, panel discussions, network lunches across
all three days, and the gala dinner.


https://openreview.net/group?id=smfi.in/SMF/2025

Research Scholar/Students

Indian Participant INR 8,000
(Early Bird) INR 6,000
Foreign Participant USD 125
(Early Bird) uUsD 100
For Professor/Government Officials/NGOs

Indian Participant INR 12,000
(Early Bird) INR 10,000
Foreign Participant USD 160
(Early Bird) UsD 135
Government Officials/Industry Professionals

Indian Participant INR 14,000
(Early Bird) INR 12,000
Foreign Participant UsD 190
(Early Bird) USD 165

Kindly note that GST will be charged additionally, as
applicable.

For details of Registration, please visit:
https://iimj.ac.in/smf-2025-registration.php.

Track-wise Best Paper Awards

Each of the 16 conference tracks will feature:
e Qutstanding Paper Award — INR 15,000
e Best Paper Award — INR 10,000

These awards aim to celebrate academic excellence and
practical relevance, ensuring that each domain of
strategic and policy research is duly recognised and
incentivised.

Important Dates

15t November 2025
15t November 2025

5th December 2025
16t December 2025
17thh -19t December 2025

Abstract Submission Deadline:
Early Bird Registration Ends:
Regular Registration Ends:
Pre-Conference Workshop:
Conference Dates:

Publication Opportunity

Authors of accepted papers will have the opportunity to
publish their work in ABDC (top-reputed journals like IIMB
Management Review journal and Scopus-listed journals,
and edited books. The final list of publication avenues,
along with the detailed process, will be communicated at
a later stage. The Conference Organizing Committee
reserves the right to shortlist manuscripts for journal
consideration based on originality, relevance to the
conference themes, and the outcome of the review
process. The decision of the committee shall be
considered final and binding.

Who Should Attend?
e Academicians, researchers, and doctoral scholars in
strategy, governance, public policy,

entrepreneurship, and development.
e  Policymakers and government officials involved in
planning, implementation, and governance.

e Industry leaders, entrepreneurs, innovators, and
consultants shaping business strategy and policy-
driven solutions.

e NGOs, think tanks, and development agencies
contributing to grassroots transformation and
societal impact.

e Students, data

analysts, and technology

professionals aspiring to build expertise in
business, policy, and capacity building.

Conference Committees

Patron

Prof. BS Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu

Chairman

Prof. Manoj Kumar Tiwari, Director, IIM Mumbai
Founder Chairman SMF

Prof. Arunaditya Sahay

Conference Co-Chairs

e Dr. Naveen Goyal, IIM Jammu
e Dr. Ravij Seth, IIM Jammu

Program Co-Chairs

e Dr. Niti Shekhar, IIM Jammu
e Dr. Sourav Mondal, IIM Jammu

Organizing Committee
Dr. Rajesh Sikka, IIM Jammu

Dr. Mugbil Burhan, IIM Jammu

Dr. Pratik Maheshwari, IIM Jammu

Dr. Garima Maurya, IIM Jammu
Dr. Ramswaroop Bhaskar, IIM Jammu


https://iimj.ac.in/smf-2025-registration.php

Dr. Kamakshi Sharma, IIM Jammu
Dr. Sanjeev Pathak, IIM Jammu
Dr. Vinod Durge, IIM Jammu
Brigadier Neeraj Soni, IIM Jammu

Program Committee

e Prof. Krishna Kumar, Ex-Director, IIM Kozhikode

e Prof. Pawan Kumar Singh, Director, IIM
Tiruchirapalli

e Prof. Deepak Kumar Srivastava, Director, IIM
Ranchi

e Prof. D.P. Goyal, Ex-Director, IIM Shillong

e Prof. Umakant Dash, Ex-Director, IRMA

e Prof. Srini R Iyengar, Professor & Ex-Director,
JBIMS

e Prof. Ashutosh Kumar Sinha, Professor, IIM
Lucknow

e Prof. Sapna Rakesh, Director, G L Bajaj Institute of
Management & Research

e Prof. Sumi Jha, Professor, IIM Mumbai

e Prof. Pratik Modi, Professor, IRMA

e Prof. Jabir Ali, Dean Faculty & Research, IIM
Jammu

e Prof. Nitin Upadhyay, Dean Academics, IIM Jammu

e Prof. Rohit Kumar, Associate Professor IIM Ranchi

e Prof. Poonam Singh, Associate Professor, IIM
Mumbai

e Prof. Karthik Dhandapani, Professor, IIM
Tiruchirapalli

e Prof. K S Manikandan, Professor, IIM Tiruchirapally

Accommodation

On-Campus Accommodation

Conference participants will have access to well-furnished

on-campus accommodation at IIM Jammu:

e Guest House — Equipped with modern amenities to
provide a comfortable and professional stay.

e Executive and Student Hostels — Offering well-
equipped facilities, ensuring a convenient experience
for participants.

Allotments will be made on a first-come, first-served basis
and are subject to availability. Please note that
accommodation charges are separate and not included in
the conference registration fee. Detailed information
regarding room allocation, payment procedures, and
check-in formalities will be shared closer to the event.

Hotels with Special Conference Rates

In addition to on-campus accommodation, IIM Jammu has
preferential arrangements with the following hotels for
conference delegates:

Radisson Blu Hotel Jammu

Narwal Bala Bypass Road, Jammu, J&K — 180006
Phone: +91-191-4225522

Email: info.jammu@radissonblu.com

Website: www.radissonhotels.com

Asia The Heritage Jammu

Jammu Tawi, Jammu, J&K — 180001
Phone: +91-191-2470070

Email: reservations@heritagejammu.com

Website: www.asiahotelsiammu.com

K.C. Residency

Residency Road, Jammu, J&K — 180001
Phone: +91-191-2543670

Email: info@kcresidency.com

Website: www.kcresidency.com

Lemon Tree Hotel Jammu

NH-44, Narwal, Jammu, J&K — 180006
Phone: +91-191-3501111

Email: reservations@lemontreehotels.com
Website: www.lemontreehotels.com

Conference Venue

The conference will be held at the Indian Institute of
Management Jammu, Jagti, Jammu — 181221, India.

Conference Secretariat:

Indian Institute of Management Jammu
Jagti, Jammu — 181221, India

Email: smf2025@iimj.ac.in
Website: www.iimj.ac.in

SMF was registered as a non-profit body in January
1997. It has leading management institutions/
corporates and professionals as its institutional and
individual members. IIM Ahmedabad, IIM Bangalore,
IIM Calcutta, IIM Lucknow, IIM Kozhikode, IIM Indore,
Management Development Institute, XLRI, IIT Bombay
and Hindustan Latex are its Institutional Members. The
Forum is one of the few virtual organisations in the
country. It has so far successfully organised 80 events
attended by 2700 participants with the help of leading
management institutions without having any regular
staff or physical asset of its own.
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NITI Aayog

NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming
India) serves as the apex public policy think tank of the
Government of India and is the nodal agency
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responsible for catalyzing economic development while
fostering cooperative federalism through a bottom-up
approach with active involvement from State
Governments. It was established on 1%t January 2015
by a Union Cabinet resolution to replace the Planning
Commission's top-down model.

IIM Jammu

IIM Jammu, established in 2016 by the Government of
India, is an Institute of National Importance under the
Ministry of Education. Synonymous with innovation,
talent, and excellence in management education and
research, IIM Jammu has rapidly emerged as a premier
business school in India, known for its academic rigor,
leadership development, and strong commitment to
societal growth. The institute offers a diverse portfolio
of programs to shape future-ready leaders, including
the MBA, Executive MBA, Integrated Programme in
Management (IPM), Ph.D. in Management, and
Executive Education & Management Development
Programs (MDPs). IIM Jammu has also expanded its
footprint with an off campus in Srinagar, inaugurated
on 24% January 2020, strengthening its presence in the
Union Territory. Reflecting its adherence to global
benchmarks, IIM Jammu holds prestigious
international  accreditations from the Business
Graduates Association (BGA) and EFMD.

The institute continues to encourage contemporary,
value-based research that addresses regional, national,
and global challenges, while maintaining strong
industry linkages and a growing international network.
The permanent campus at Jagti, Jammu, spread across
200 acres, blends state-of-the-art infrastructure with
the rich cultural and traditional heritage of Jammu and
Kashmir. Equipped with smart classrooms, modern
auditoriums, residential facilities, and a comprehensive
digital library, the campus offers an inspiring
environment for learning, innovation, and thought
leadership.

Located 14 km from Jammu city, 16 km from Jammu
Railway Station, and 18 km from Jammu Airport, it is
also close to the spiritual site of Vaishno Devi, providing
an atmosphere of peace and focus. With its values-
driven approach, global outlook, and commitment to
excellence, IIM Jammu continues to nurture capable,
responsible, and visionary leaders for the future.

Jammu City

Jammu is a key administrative division of the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, encompassing
districts such as Doda, Jammu, Kathua, Ramban,
Rajouri, Reasi, Poonch, and Samba. The region is
largely hilly, dominated by mountain ranges like the Pir
Panjal, which separates Jammu from the Kashmir
Valley. The city is close to Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine,
which is visited by lakhs of devotes round the whole

Also known as Jammu Tawi, the city is the second-largest
urban agglomeration in the Union Territory. It is rapidly
expanding with significant growth in infrastructure and
development, making it an important cultural, economic,
and administrative hub.

Tourism facilities will be provided based on charges for
participants.

How to reach IIM Jammu

By Air

Jammu is well connected by air through Jammu Airport,
located about 18 km (30 minutes) from the IIM Jammu
campus. The airport operates regular direct flights to
major cities, including Delhi, Srinagar, Ahmedabad,
Amritsar, Chandigarh, Mumbai, and Bengaluru, ensuring
convenient connectivity for participants travelling from
across the country.

By Rail

The city is served by Jammu Tawi Railway Station, one
of the major railheads in North India, situated
approximately 16 km (25 minutes) from the IIM Jammu
campus. Jammu Tawi has excellent connectivity with
almost all major cities across India, making it a preferred
travel option.

By Road

Jammu is also well connected by a robust road network.
The city lies on National Highway 44 (NH-44), linking it
with Delhi and other key northern cities. Regular bus
services, private taxis, and state transport options are
available from neighbouring cities and states, ensuring
smooth access to Jammu by road.



